
MONEY SMART GRADES 3-5 

A short-term goal is something you want to achieve soon, such as in two weeks or 
a few months. A long-term goal is something you want to achieve in the future—in 
one year, five years, or when you are an adult.

Directions: Read each situation below. Then answer the questions that follow.

Situation A: Ella, age 8, has been working on her basketball skills. She wants to 
challenge her older brother to a game next month. He is in middle school and plays 
on the basketball team. Ella is planning to try out for the basketball team when she 
gets to middle school.

1. What is Ella’s short-term goal?

2. What is Ella’s long-term goal?

3. How might Ella reach her goals?

Situation B: Max is learning to speak French so he can talk to his relatives in France. 
He wants to get a good grade on his French test next week. When Max is older, he 
wants to visit France to meet his relatives.

1. What is Max’s short-term goal?

2. What is Max’s long-term goal?

3. How might Max reach his goals?

Lesson: Get Set for Goals
SHORT- AND LONG-TERM GOALS
Name: ________________________________________________________________________




